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About the Book
Oh-oh! A skunk! What's a pair of campers to do? 
This laugh-out-loud cautionary tale will have 
readers cringing as each page is turned. Tension 
builds as the campers creep closer and tempt 
fate, dismissing the skunk's warnings. But skunks 
can be fakers. Does this one have the stink to 
stank the campers? Title includes back matter 
about skunk biology and behavior and supports 
elementary NGSS units related to animal survival 
and adaptations.

About the Author
CAROL DOERINGER
CAROL DOERINGER tells nature stories. One of her favorite 
ways to spend a day is behind her camera, filming 
birds, animals, and insects. She shares those stories on 
her blog, Tales from a West Michigan Wood, and in her 
children’s books. If You Wake a Skunk is Carol’s first 
book, published by Sleeping Bear Press and illustrated by 
Florence Weiser. The book is a fun look at the warning 
signs skunks give before launching their stench 
defense. Carol learned to read those signals decades 
ago, when skunks often gathered by the dozen to dine 
on grubs in her grass. Carol’s background includes thirty 
years’ experience developing and teaching  corporate 
finance to bankers and financial managers. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in French and a master’s in business 
administration. Carol lives in southwest Michigan with 
her husband and their dog Finley, who has—so far—
avoided any skunk encounters.

Pre-reading activities
Before reading If You Wake a Skunk consider the 
following activities to engage your readers.
1. Take a picture walk of the story, flipping 

each page and pointing out the illustrations. 
Encourage students to predict what will 
happen in the story.

2. Host a class-wide discussion about the title. 
Why did the author choose that title? What 
might we be reading about?

3. Create a mind map to record what students 
already know about the word SKUNKS.

teaching guide
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steam
Build a Skunk Den

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade

We learn that skunks build homes called 
dens. In this STEAM-inspired activity, 
students will design and build a skunk 
den. Using the engineering design 
process paired with hands-on materials, 
students will create a skunk den that can 
hold and protect a paper skunk. Younger 
students may benefit by completing this 
in partnerships or with the direct help of 
an adult.

Writing
Research Animal Defenses

Target Grade Range: 1st – 5th Grade

In IF YOU WAKE A SKUNK, we learn that 
skunks use their stink to help defend and 
protect themselves from predators. Did 
you know there are many different 
animals that use defenses? Take this a 
step further by inviting students to 
research another animal defense. This 
activity includes differentiated graphic 
organizers and writing paper for a range 
of students.

Steam
Nocturnal Animal Sort

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
In the backmatter section of the story, 
we learn that skunks are nocturnal 
animals, or animals that are active 
during the night. Encourage students 
to put their knowledge of nocturnal 
and diurnal animals  to the test with 
this interactive sort activity. Students 
will look at pictures of animals and 
decide whether the animal is nocturnal 
or diurnal. They will cut, sort, and glue 
accordingly. This activity requires both 
scissors and glue.

Educational activities
Featuring fun rhyming language and non-fiction facts, If You Wake a Skunk 
teaches us how to avoid a skunk’s stink! The inquiry-driven activities in this 
guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They may 
be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.
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Writing
How are Skunks beneficial?

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
Many people fear or dislike skunks 
because their spray smells terrible and 
is hard to wash off. But skunks help 
both nature and humans. Students will 
think and write about ways skunks are 
beneficial—why they don’t deserve 
their bad reputation. The differentiated 
lined pages allow this activity to fit the
needs of a range of learners.

English / Language Arts
Comprehension Brochure

Target Grade Range: 2nd – 5th Grade
Students will consider comprehension 
questions with this fun activity. They’ll 
use evidence from the text to answer 
questions about topics covered in the 
story. The graphic organizers have 
differentiated lined paper, appropriate 
for students in a range of grade levels 
and opportunities to color and draw.

Social Studies
Mapping Skunk Species

Target Grade Range: 3rd – 5th Grade
The two most popular skunk species that 
can be found across the United States 
are the Eastern Spotted Skunk (pictured 
in the story) and the more familiar Striped 
Skunk. In this activity, students will map 
where in the United States each skunk 
species can be found. 
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Educational activities
Featuring fun rhyming language and non-fiction facts, If You Wake a Skunk 
teaches us how to avoid a skunk’s stink! The inquiry-driven activities in this 
guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They may 
be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.
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Art
Skunk Art

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
What better way to celebrate this fun 
new story than with an art project? 
Have students reflect on what they 
learned about skunks. A range of art 
templates makes this activity 
customizable. The differentiated 
writing paper allows a variety of 
learners to write about their learning.

English / Language Arts
Compare & Contrast

Target Grade Range: K – 5th Grade
Carol Doeringer teaches us all about 
skunks in the back matter section of the 
book. In this reading comprehension 
activity, students will use a Venn Diagram 
to study the similarities and differences 
between two animals – skunks and an 
animal of their choice. Providing access 
to a search engine or non-fiction books 
will allow students to generate more 
similarities and differences. 
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Educational activities
Featuring fun rhyming language and non-fiction facts, If You Wake a Skunk 
teaches us how to avoid a skunk’s stink! The inquiry-driven activities in this 
guide apply to a variety of content areas and educational standards. They may 
be used for a range of learners and are aligned to the CCSS and NGSS.

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press



Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.1

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Scissors
• Glue sticks

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the ANIMAL SORT on white copy paper.
2. Discuss with students the difference between nocturnal and diurnal animals 

(“Nocturnal animals, like the skunk in the story, are animals that are active at 
night. Diurnal animals are animals that are active during the day.”)

3. Have students cut the pictures apart at the bottom of the sort.
4. Then, they should decide whether the animal pictured is nocturnal or 

diurnal.
5. Students will use a glue stick to glue each picture on the correct side of the 

t-chart.
6. Go over each animal as a class and discuss as students check their thinking.
7. ANSWERS: Nocturnal – skunk, opossum, owl, and bat & Diurnal – fish, pig, 

penguin, and horse
8. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity as a whole group together.

sTEAM activity
NOCTURNAL ANIMAL SORT
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Animal Sort
Name: __________________

NOCTURNAL DIURNAL

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Cut apart the images below. Decide whether the animal is nocturnal (active at night) or 
diurnal (active during the day). Then, glue it in the correct column.

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press



Standards: 

3-5-ETS1-1.
3-5-ETS1-2.
3-5-ETS1-3.

You will need:
• White copy paper
• White cardstock
• Scissors
• Pencils
• Crayons / colored pencils / markers
• Access to colored printer
• For each student / group: Pipe cleaners (leaf colored), popsicle sticks, playdough, & 

colored copies of the skunk

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide student groups prior to this activity (groups of no more than 4 students 

generally work best).
2. Copy the BUILD A SPOTTED SKUNK DEN activity page on white copy paper.
3. Print the skunks in color on white cardstock and cut them apart (you’ll need enough 

skunks for each student/group).
4. Then, gather the rest of the supplies (listed above).
5. Explain that the goal today is to design and build a skunk den that allows a skunk to 

rest comfortably and safely and stay at least partly hidden.
6. Distribute the STEAM page to students and allow them to work through the questions 

in their small group or individually.
7. Give each group or student the materials they need and allow time to create.
8. Reflect on the STEAM experiment and allow students an opportunity to share with 

other groups.
9. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete this activity 

as a whole group together.

sTEAM activity
BUILD A SPOTTED SKUNK’S DEN
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SteAm
Name: __________________

challengeBUILD A Spotted SKUNK DEN

The challenge
Build a home for the skunk using the materials given to you. Be sure the home…
• Looks like someplace a skunk might sleep.
• Supports the weight of and fits the surface of the paper skunk.
• Will keep your skunk dry and is a good place to hide.

Brainstorm
What materials will you use and in what way will you use them?

Plan
Draw and / or describe your plan…

Think
How will you be sure your den is large and 

secure enough to protect your skunk?

Reflect
How did it go? What worked well? What 

would you do differently?
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SteAm Printables
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Print a colored 
copy of each 
skunk on white 

cardstock. 

You’ll need one 
skunk per 

student/group.

Image: K. Harris

Image: K. Harris



Writing activity

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Research tools (like Chromebooks, I-pads, or non-fiction books about animal 

defenses)

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide which ANIMAL DEFENSES RESEARCH graphic organizers and writing 

papers work best for your students and copy on white paper.
2. Discuss with students a list of different animal defenses (including skunk 

defenses from the story) and record on the white-board.
• Defenses may include: Porcupines (quills), Lobsters (hard outer bodies), 

Turtles (shells), Jellyfish/Spiders/Bees, etc. (venom), Chameleon 
(camouflage)

3. Distribute the fact graphic organizers and writing paper to students.
4. Encourage students to research one of the animal  defenses discussed 

(having access to technology like Chromebooks or I-pads works best).
5. Students should record the facts they learn about the animal defenses 

they’re researching.
6. Finally, have students write an informational paragraph on the writing paper 

by copying the facts and adding an introduction and conclusion sentence.
7. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this as a shared research project, where students copy your research.

ANIMAL DEFENSES RESEARCH
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Name: __________________

Animal Defenses Research

Topic:

Fact 1 Fact 2

Fact 3 Fact 4

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________
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Name: __________________

Topic:

Fact 1 Fact 2

Fact 3 Fact 4
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Name: __________________

Topic:

Fact 1 Fact 2

Fact 3 Fact 4
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Animal Defenses Research
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Name: __________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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Name: __________________
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Writing activity

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.1

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the SKUNKS ARE BENEFICIAL ORAGNIZERS on white copy paper.
2. Discuss with students why skunks are beneficial.
3. Brainstorm a list of potential words/phrases that students could use in their 

opinion paragraph and record them on the white-board.
• Skunks eat garden and woodland pests like mice
• Skunks eat larvae of plant-attacking insects
• Skunks hunt and eat property destroying animals (like moles)
• Skunks control bug populations known for destroying farm crops
• Skunks control rodent populations near homes and barns
• Skunks are opportunistic hunters and will clean up leftovers from 

other predators
4. Students should pick three reasons from the brainstorm session to add to 

their graphic organizer.
5. Finally, they’ll add an intro and conclusion sentence to their three reasons 

and write their paragraph on the lined paper.
6. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity as a whole group together.

WHY ARE SKUNKS BENEFICIAL?
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Skunks are Beneficial!
Name: __________________

Why are 
skunks 

beneficial?

Brainstorm why skunks are beneficial. Write a different reason in each circle. 

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Resources designed by: the sunny side



Name: __________________

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

First

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Next

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Finally

Sequence your Reasons!
Choose three reasons why skunks are beneficial to include in your paragraph.

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Resources designed by: the sunny side



Next

First

Finally

Name: __________________

Sequence your Reasons!

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Choose three reasons why skunks are beneficial to include in your paragraph.

Resources designed by: the sunny side



First

Next

Finally

Name: __________________

Sequence your Reasons!

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Choose three reasons why skunks are beneficial to include in your paragraph.

Resources designed by: the sunny side



Skunks are
Name: __________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

BENEFICIAL!



Name: __________________
Resources designed by: the sunny side

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Skunks are
BENEFICIAL!



Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Crayons / colored pencils / markers

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the MAPPING SKUNKS pages on white copy paper.
2. Distribute maps to students.
3. Encourage students to read the paragraphs next to each 

map of the United States and follow the directions below.
4. They will color each region of the map a specific color to 

represent a different species of skunk species.
5. Students can share and compare their thinking in 

partnerships or in small groups.

SOCIAL STUDIES ACTIVITY
MAPPING SKUNK SPECIES
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Mapping Skunks
Name: __________________

United States Map of Skunk Species

❑ Title the Map “United States Skunk Population”
❑ Label region 1 “Eastern Spotted Skunk”
❑ Color all of region 1 blue

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Eastern spotted skunk
The eastern spotted skunk, like the skunk in the 
story, is a small and slender mammal. You can find 
the eastern spotted skunk through the eastern 
United States and in small areas of Canada and 
Mexico. Unlike the more familiar striped skunk, the 
eastern spotted skunk has spots on its face and 
broken stripes on its body. 

Follow the steps below on the map to the right. 
You will need crayons or colored pencils.

1

❑ Title the Map “United States Skunk Population”
❑ Label region 2 “Striped Skunk”
❑ Color all of region 2 green

Striped skunk
The striped skunk is about the size of a house 
cat. Its white stripe starts on its head and usually
splits so it runs along both sides of its body. 
Striped skunks live only in North America, from
Canada to northern Mexico.

Follow the steps below on the map to the right. 
You will need crayons or colored pencils.2

Sources
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Mephitis_mephitis/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&amp;selectedElement=AMAJF05010



Mapping Skunks
United States Map of Skunk Species

❑ Title the Map “United States Skunk Population”
❑ Label region 1 “Eastern Spotted Skunk”
❑ Color all of region 1 blue

Author – Carol DOERINGER Illustrator – Florence WEiser Publisher- Sleeping Bear Press

Resources designed by: the sunny side

Eastern spotted skunk
The eastern spotted skunk, like the skunk in the 
story, is a small and slender mammal. You can find 
the eastern spotted skunk through the eastern 
United States and in small areas of Canada and 
Mexico. Unlike the more familiar striped skunk, the 
eastern spotted skunk has spots on its face and 
broken stripes on its body. 

Follow the steps below on the map to the right. 
You will need crayons or colored pencils.

❑ Title the Map “United States Skunk Population”
❑ Label region 2 “Striped Skunk”
❑ Color all of region 2 green

Striped skunk
The striped skunk is about the size of a house 
cat. Its white stripe starts on its head and usually
splits so it runs along both sides of its body. 
Striped skunks live only in North America, from
Canada to northern Mexico.

Follow the steps below on the map to the right. 
You will need crayons or colored pencils.

Answer key

United States Skunk Population

Eastern Spotted Skunk

United States Skunk Population

Striped Skunk

2

1

Sources
https://animaldiversity.org/accounts/Mephitis_mephitis/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&amp;selectedElement=AMAJF05010



English / language

COMPREHENSION BROCHURE

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.10
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.10
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.10
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.10

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Crayons / colored pencils / markers

Step by step to do list:
1. Decide which differentiated lined paper works best for your students and 

copy the WHAT WE LEARNED ABOUT SKUNKS BROCHURES on white copy paper 
(copy the templates back-to-back so that they open like an actual 
brochure).

2. Distribute brochures to students.
3. Use the back matter section of the book to answer all the comprehension 

questions throughout the brochure.
4. Students can share and compare their thinking in partnerships or in small 

groups.
5. For younger students (1st grade and younger) you may want to complete 

this activity as a whole group together.

Arts activity
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English / language

COMPARE & CONTRAST

Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.9
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.9
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.9
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.6
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the Venn Diagram graphic organizers on white copy paper.
2. Explain that a Venn Diagram is a tool that we use to compare and contrast 

or study how two things are similar or different.
3. Remind students that in the story we learn all about the eastern spotted 

skunk.
4. As a class, in partnerships or independently have students brainstorm ways 

that the skunk from the story and a different animal are similar and 
different.

5. Allow students an opportunity to share with each other the similarities and 
differences between the 2 animals they compared and contrasted.

Arts activity
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Art activity

Standards:
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.5.5

You will need:
• White copy paper
• Pencils
• Crayons / colored pencils / markers
• Scissors
• Glue sticks
• Colored construction paper (assorted colors)

Step by step to do list:
1. Copy the SKUNK ART PROJECT templates on coordinating construction 

paper or on white copy paper for students to color.
2. Show students the picture samples.
3. Have students cut out the templates and glue the pieces together to 

create a skunk.
4. Assemble and glue the templates according to the pictures.
5. Using black and white crayons, have students give their skunk some spots 

and stripes.
6. Then, have students reflect and write about what the learned about 

skunks.
7. Students should glue the skunk at the top of a piece of cardstock or 

scrapbook paper and glue the written prompt to the bottom.

SKUNK PROJECT
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Skunk Art

Copy skunk 
templates on 

white construction 
paper. Students 
will use black and 
white crayons to 

add the skunk 
spots.
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Skunk templates
Copy on white construction paper.
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Credits page
The author – Carol Doeringer
Carol Doeringer tells nature stories. One of her favorite ways to 
spend a day is behind her camera, filming birds, animals, and 
insects. She shares those stories on her blog, Tales from a West 
Michigan Wood, and in her children’s books. If You Wake a Skunk 
is Carol’s first book, published by Sleeping Bear Press and 
illustrated by Florence Weiser. The book is a fun look at the 
warning signs skunks give before launching their stench defense. 
Carol learned to read those signals decades ago, when skunks 
often gathered by the dozen to dine on grubs in her grass. 
Carol’s background includes thirty years’ experience developing 
and teaching corporate finance to bankers and financial 
managers. She has a bachelor’s degree in French and a master’s 
in business administration. Carol lives in southwest Michigan with 
her husband and their dog Finley, who has—so far—avoided 
any skunk encounters.

Connect with Carol

These resources were designed by Molly at 

The Sunny Side
Email or visit her website for more 

information.

The illustrator – Florence Weiser
Florence Weiser is a French illustrator based in Belgium. She works surrounded by a huge garden 
populated with plants and wild animals, which is great for inspiration. After growing up in Luxembourg, 
she studied illustration at ESA Saint-Luc in Brussels, then followed specializations in graphics and web 
design at the École des Gobelins and Estienne, in Paris. She works most often for children's literature, 
cultural and associative fields, as well as the press.

Clipart Credit:

https://www.caroldoeringer.com/
https://twitter.com/DoeringerAuthor
mailto:mollyippolitowrites@gmail.com
https://mollyippolitowrites429922845.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/carol.doeringer


You may

You may

Use this item for personal use.

Use this item in your classroom and with your students.

Copy this item for your class and your students.

Copy this item for your child and personal home use.

Copy or modify any part of this document.

Offer this document for sale.

Post this item on a website; personal, school, or 

district without permission.

These resources were designed by Molly at 

The Sunny Side
Email or visit her website for more 

information.

mailto:mollyippolitowrites@gmail.com
https://mollyippolitowrites429922845.wordpress.com/
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